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fure. UllAL ' a<lj ' [fr ° m mm f ura > Lati,, -J Relating to mea- 

T ^:rr E - r J fr ° m Lati »0 To mcafurc; 

to taice the dimennon of any thing. 

A ' TI ° N .‘ *•/ Lat.] The att or prac¬ 
tice of meafuring; relult of meafuring. F 

After giving the mensuration and argumentation of Dr. Cum¬ 
berland, it would not have been fair to have fupprelfed thofe 


M ?^; hcr P. rd r ate - , „ Arbuthnot on Coins, 

a- '- W- f mentale, French; mentis, Lat.] Intellectual; 
exifting in the mind. J 

, VVhat a mental power 

This eye (hoots forth ? "How big imagination 
gloves in this lip ? To the dumbnefs of the gefture 
One might interpret. Shake/p. Timm of Athens. 

bo deep the pow’r of thefc ingredients pierc’d, 

Ev ri to the inmoft feat of mental light. 

That Adam now enforc’d to clofe his eyes, 

Sunk down, and all his fpirits became entranc’d. Milton. 
The metaphor of tafte would not have been fo gene¬ 
ral, had there not been a very great conformity between the 
mental tafte and that fenfitiye talle that affects the palate. 

Addifon's Spefi. N°. 409. 
}f the ideas be not innate, there was a time when the 
mind was without thofe principles; for where the ideas are 
not, there can be no knowledge, no aflent, no mental or ver¬ 
bal propofitions about them. Lode. 

She kindly talk’d, at leaft three hours, 

Of plaftick forms, and mental pow'rs. Prior. 

Thofe inward representations of fpirit, thought, love, and 
hatred, are pure and mental ideas, belonging elpecially to 
the mind, and carry nothing of (hape or fenfe in them. 

( Watts's Logick. 

Mentally, adv. [from mental.] Intellectually; in the mind; 
net praClically, but in thought or meditation. 

If we confder the heart the firft principle of life, and 
mentally divide it into its conflituent parts, we find nothing 
but what is in any mufclc of the body. Bentley. 

MENTION, n.f. [ mention, Fr. mentis, Latin.) Oral or writ¬ 
ten exprelhon, or recital of any thing. 

Think on me when it (hall be well with thee ; and make 
mention of me unto Pharaoh, and bring me out of this houfe. 

Gen. * 1 . 14. 

The Almighty introduces the propofal of his laws rather 
with the mention of feme particular acts of kindnefs, than by 
reminding mankind of his feverity. Rogers's Sermons. 

To Me'ntion. v. a. [mentionner, Fr. from the noun.] To 
write or exprefs in words or writing. 

I will mention the loving-kindnclles of the Lord, and the 
praifes of the Lord. Ifa. lxiii. 7. 

Thcfe mentioned by their names were princes in their fami¬ 
lies. 1 Chrcn. iv. 38. 

The reft of the aCls of Jehofhaphat are written in the book 
of Jehu, who is mentioned in the book of Kings. 2 Chron. 
All his tran(grc(flons lhall not be mentioned. Ezci. xviii. 

Mephitical, aaj. [ mephitis, Lat.] Ill favoured; ftinking. 
Mephitical exhalations are poilonous or noxious fleams 
ifilling out of the earth, from what caufc foever. Quincy. 

Mer A'ct’ous. adj. [m.eracus, Latin.] Strong; racy. 

Me'rcable. adj. [mercor, Lat ] To be fold or bought. Diet. 

Mi: kcA'N' r ant. n.f. [mercatante, Ital.) This word in Shakc- 
J'peare feerns to fignify a foreigner, or foreign trader. 

What is he ? 

— A rr.ercantant, or elfe a pedant. 

I know not what but formal in apparel. Shakefpeare. 

Mercantile, adj. Trading; commercial. 

The expedition of the Argonauts was partlv mercantile , 
partly military. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

Let him travel and fulfil the duties of the military or mer¬ 
cantile life; let profperous or adverfe fortune call him to the 
moll diftant parts of the globe, dill’ let him carry on his 
knowledge, and the improvement of his foul. Watts. 

Mt'RCAT °n. f. [mtrcaius, Latin.] Market; trade. 

With irrefiftible majefty and authority our Saviour removed 
the exchange, and drove the mcrcat out of the temple. Sprat. 

Me'rcature. n.f [mercatura, Latin.] The practice oi buy¬ 
ing and felling. _ 

Me'rcenarinf.ss. n.f. [from mercenary.] Venality; refpect 
to hire or reward. 

To forego the pleafurcs of fenfe, and undergo the hard- 
Ihips that attend a holy life, is fuch a kind of mercenannefs, 
as none but a refigned, believing foul is likely tobeguiltjr of; 
if fear ufclf, and even the fear of hell, may be one juftiiiable 
motive of mens actions. 2i 'oyle. 

ME RCENARY. adj. [ mercenaire,Yr . merctnarius, Lat.] Ve¬ 
nal ; hired ; fold for money; aCling only for hire. 

Many of our princes, woe the while ! 

Lie drown’d, and foked in mercenary blood. Shakefpeare. 
Divers Almains, who ferved in the garifons, being merely 
mercenary, did eafily incline to the ftrongeft. Haywood. 

The appellation of fcrvaiit imports a mercenary temper, and 


MER 

denotes loch an one as metes his reward both the foie „ 
and meafure of his obedience. tne loieniotive 

T iiI WaS a 0t f ° r nothin S 1 the crown rcf.gn’T '* 
t Jtill mull own a mercenary mind. linden' 4 

*$22% z/ilr®' A 

He a poor mercenary ferves for bread • 

MF'R^FR 1 hiS VT 1, °- nly 8° th ’ d a,,d fed.’ Semdys's P amh 
MF.RtER. n.f [mercer, French.] One who «£j£ ° pb ' 

7 j? c drapcr and 1,urct r m:, y "wafure religion as they 
and the weaver may call her upon what loom he pljfc 

Me'rcerv [mereme. Ft. from H.Zrj 
cers; dealing in lilks. J °* me ‘- 

The mercery is gone from out of Lombard-ftreet and 
Chcapfidc into Paternofter-row and Fleet-ftrcet. (!', 

trS. CHAND * TotraSty 

Ferdinando merchanded with France for the reftoring Rouf 
liglion and Perpignan, oppignorated to them. 5 

Merchandise, n.f, [tnarc&andije, French.] 

1. Traffick j commerce; trade. 

If afon, that is Cent by his father about mercharulfc, feu 
into feme eud action his wickedncfs, by your rule, fhould 
be impofed upon h.s father. Shakefp. Henry V 

If he pay thee to the utmoft farthing, thou hail forgiven 
nothing : it is mcrchandije, and not forgivencli, to reftorc him 
that docs as much as you can require. Taylor 

2. Wares; any thing to be bought or fold. 

Fair when her breaft, like a rich laden bark 
With precious merebandife , Ihc forth doth lav. Shafer 
Thou (halt not fell her at all for money; thou (halt not 
maxc merebandife of her. jjeut. xx ; 

As for any merebandife you have brought, ye Iliall have 
your return in merebandife or in gold. Bacon. 

So active a people will always have money, wlulft they can 
fend what merchandifes they pleale to Mexico. Addifan 
To Merchandise, v.n. To trade; totraffick; to exerdfe 
commerce. 

The Phoenicians, of whole exceeding vurchmulifmg we 
read fo much in ancient hiftories, were Canaanites, whofe 
. very name fignifics merchants. Brerewaod on Languages. 
Me'rchamt. n.f. [marchanf, French.] One who traflicG to 
remote countries. 

France hath flaw'd the league, and hath attach’d 
Our merchants goods at Bourdeaux. Shakcjp. Henry VIII. 
The Lord hath given a commandment againft the merchant 
city to deftroy the ftrong holds thereof. Ifa. xxiii. n. 

The moil celebrated merchants in the world were fituated 
in the ifiand of Tyre. Addifon's Freeholder, N v . 42. 

Me'rchantly. ) adj. [from merchant.] Like a merchant. 
Me'rchantlike. j Ainf 

Merchant-man. n.f. [merchant and man. ] A fhip of trade. 
Pirates have fair winds and a calm lea, when the juft and 
peaceful merchant-man hath them. Taylor. 

In the time of Auguftus and Tiberius, the fouthern coalls 
of Spain fent great fleets of merchant-men to Italy. Arbuthnot. 
Merchantable, adj. [mercabilis, Lat. from merchant.] Fit 
to be bought or fold. 

Why they placed this invention in the beaver, befide the 
medical and merchantable commodity of caftor, or parts con¬ 
ceived to be bitten away, might be tbe fagacity of that ani¬ 
mal. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii. 

Me'kciable. adj. [from mercy.] This word in Spenjer Hgnifies 
merciful. 

Nought but well mought him betight: 

He is fo meek, wife, merciable , 

And with his word his work is convenable. Spenfers Pof. 
Me'rciful. adj. [mercy and full.] CompaHionate; tender; 
kind; unwilling to punifh ; willing to pity and fpare. 

Be merciful, O Lord, unto thy people thou half redeemed. 

Dcut. xxi. 8. 

Me'rcifully. adv. [from merciful.] Tenderly ; mildly; wittt 
pitv; with companion. 

Make the true ufe of thple afflictions which his hand, mer¬ 
cifully feverc, hath been plcafed to lay upon thee. Atterbiiry. 
Me'Rcifulness. Ji.f. [from merciful.] Tenderneis; willing- 
nefs to fpare. . 

The ban) that ought to knit all thefe excellencies together 
is a kind mercifilncfs to fuch a one, as is in his foul devote 
to fuch perfections. . “ M f.' 

Ufe the means ordinary and lawful, among which m ‘ r j~ 
fulnefs and liberality is one, to which the promife of lec . 
wealth is moll frequently made. -fr ^if i 

Merciless, adj. [from mercy] Voidof mercy; puui.s; ir 
hearted; cruel; fevere. 

His mother menjlcfs, 

Moft merdltfs of women Wyden bight. 

Her other fon fall flecpUlg did oppreir, r Qu 

And with moft cruel hand him murdered pitilvis. -C - 

Tmniis 


The foe is mer clefs, and will not pity. 



samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 
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Think not their rage fo defperate t’ cflay 
An element more mcrcilefs than they. Denham. 

What God fo mean. 

So mercilefs a tyrant to obey ! Dry den's Juvenal. 

Whatever ravages a mercilefs diftemper may commit, ihe 
ft all have one man as much her admirer as ever. Pope. 
The torrent mercilefs imbibes 

Commiflions, perquilites, and bribes. Swift. 

Merci'lessly. adv. [from mercilefs.] In a^ manner void of 

Me'RCilessness. n.f. [from mercilefs.] Want of pity. 
Me'kcurial. adj. [mercurialis, Lat.J 

1. Formed under the influence of mercury; adlive; fprightly. 

I know the fhape of’s leg: This is his hand. 

His foot mercurial, his martial thigh. 

The brawns of Hercules. Shakefp. Cymbcline. 

This youtli was fuch a mercurial, as could make his own 
part, if at any time he chanced to be out. Bacon's Hen. VII. 

Tully considered the dilpolicions of a lincere, more igno¬ 
rant, and lefs mercurial nation, by dwelling on the pathetick 
part. Swift's Mifcel. 

2. Confiftir.g of quickfilver. 

Mercurifica'tion. adj. [from mercury.] The a£f of mixing 
any thing with quickfilver. 

I add the ways of mercurif cation. Boyle. 

ME'RCURY. n.f [mercurius, Latin.] 

1. The chemift’s name for quickfilver is mercury. Hill. 

The gall of animals and mercury kill v/orms; and the 
water in which mercury is boiled has this effefl. Arbuthnot. 

2. Sprightly qualities. 

Thus the mercury of man is fix’d. 

Strong grows the virtue with his nature mix’d ; 

The drofs cements what elfe were too refin’d. 

And in one int’refl body ads with mind. Pet>e. 

3. A news-paper. Ainf. 

4. It is now applied, in cant phrafe, to the carriers of news 
and pamphlets. 

Me'pcury. n.f. [ mercurialis, Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves of the mercury are crcnated, and grow by pairs 
oppolite: the cup of the flower confifls of one leaf, which 
expands and is cut into three fegments; thefc are male and 
fen;ale in different places : the flowers of the male grow in 
long fpikes, and confift of many (lamina and apices, which 
are loaded with farina : the ovary of the female plant be¬ 
comes a tefticulated fruit, having a finglc round feed in each 

cel *; , . Miller. 

Herb mercury is of an emollient nature, and is eaten in 
the manner of fpinach, which, when cultivated in a garden 
iMrv^v yCX< > el r • r» Hill's Mat. Med. 

Latin ] French ’ contrac ^ ed from tnfericordia, 

I. Tendernefs; goodnefs; pity; willingnefs to fave; clemency; 
nnldnels; unwillingncfs to punifh. 1 

Oh heav’n have mercy on me 1 
—I fay, amen. 

And have you mercy too ? Shakefpeare. 

Mercy is not drain’d ; 

It droppeth, as the gentle rain from heav’n. 

Upon the place beneath. It is twice blefs’d ; 

It ble/Teth him that gives and him that takes. Shakefb 
Anfe, and have mercy upon Zion. pr aL cii f ' 

o-Sgai? ’ 

Examples of juftice muft be made for terror to (ornc ^'ex- 
amp es of mei'cy for comfort to others : the one procures fear, 
and the other love. Bacon's Advice to ViUicrs. 

Good heav n, whofe darling attribute we find 
is bound efs grace, and mercy to mankind. 

Abhors the cruel. , 

ador r e fi> s undeferved mercy towards us, that he made 

^ Bit '" of • hc ' iWe 

a or ’Twere a paper loft. 

As offer d mercy is. Shdiefpeare's Cymldine. 

n -, , '->7 mercy lords, 

1 hat you have ta’en a tardy fluggard here A 

of *" 

3 - Ducrciion r „-„r of .fling a. plcaf^? ‘ P "’" Jb FrUr ' 
Condition! 
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wards, feemed to form a throne for the majefty of God, who 
in feripture is reprefented as fitting betv/ccn the chcrubims, 
and the ark was his footftool: it was from lienee that God 
gave his oracles to Mofes, or to the high-prieft that colifult- 
ed him. Calmet. 

Make a mercy-feat of pure gold. Exod. xxv. 17. 

Mere. adj. [merus, Latin.] That or this only; fuch and no¬ 
thing elfe; this only. 

This avarice 

Strikes deeper, grows with more pernicious roof 
Than Summer-teeming lull; and it hath been 
The fword of our (lain kings: yet do not fear, 

Scotland hath foifons to fill up your will 

Of your mere own. Shakefpeare's Alacbcth. 

I have engag’d myfelf to a dear friend, 

Engag’d my friend to his mere enemy, 

To feed my means. Shakefp. Merchant of Veniti. 

The mere Irifli were not admitted to the benefit of the 
laws of England, until they had purchafed charters of deni¬ 
zation. Davies ou Ireland. 

From mere fuccefs nothing can be concluded in favour of 
any nation upon whom it is bellowed. Atterbeny. 

What if the head, the eye, or car repin’d* 

To ferve mere engines to the ruling mind. Pope 1 . 

Let Eaftern tyrants from the light of heav’n 
Seclude their bofom (laves, meanly pofieL’d 
Of a mere, Jifclcfs, violated form. Thomfon's Spring. 

•Mere or mer, whether in the beginning, middle, or end, al¬ 
ways fignify the fame with the Saxon mejie, a pool or lake. 

Giljon's Camden. 

Mere. n.f. [mejie, Saxon.] 

1. A pool; commonly a large pool or lake: as, Winandcr 
mere. 

I may fay nothing of meres ftored both with fifti and fowl. 

Camden's Remains. 

2. A boundary. 

The miflayer of a mere-il one is to blame : but it is the 
unjuft judge that is the capita! remover of land-marks, who 
dsfineth amifs of lands. Bacon. 

Me'rely. adv. [from mere.] Simply; only; thus and no other 
way ; for this and for no other end or purpofe. 

Which thing we ourfelves would grant, if the ufe thereof 
had been merely and only myfticaL Hooker, b. v. 

Thefe external manners of laments 
Are merely (htfdows to the unfeen grief. 

That (wells with filence in the tortur’d foul. ShakeP>. 

It is below reafonable creatures to be convcrfartf in iuch 
diverfions as are merely innocent, and have nothing elfe to 
recommend them. Addifon's Spell. N ot? 

Above a thouJand bought his almanack merely to find what 
he faid againft me. 

rnze not your life for other ends • J 

, JC han mcrel l t0 obli S e y« ur friends. 

^ E T5f-. WLJ mcretricius, merctrix, LaSfj 
VVhorilh; (uch as is practiled by proflitutes; alluring by falic 

Our degenerate underftandings having fufFered a fad divorce 
from their dcarellcbjea, defile themfelves with every m re- 
fCmblanCC ’ that thc variet y of opinion prefente Z m 

Not by afFcaed, meretricious arts, Seep. 

But ftna harmonious lymmetry of parts. Ro[common 

MtPHTH! dousLv udv. [i rom ntrun.t.uiA Whoriihiy •' 
alter thc manner of whores. J r * 

“m^'hiteZrjf Lm^J rr ° m ***- 

La..] 

D , 

2 ' aJno'o'r **” ft °" N “" 1 ' “ « 4 i=h the Sun Sob 


3. The particular place or (late of any thing. 

'-unuition.' ,.. A 1 other knowledge merely ferves tbp , 

What good condition can a treaty find 1,f *> , and is fitted to the meridian thereof- th -° f tlis 

!L *’ part that is at mercy? V .e lZ.a , _ . , will be of little ufe to a feoarat- r.. 1 ' Hey are futh 

lielt^f aUd r tiCk rCC ° rd ° f f ° ^ie/fafonUy'Sdd 4 ‘ The p his, ' eft P °, mt of Y or poJr. Halt ' 

I hafte now to my f et tin<r ’ 6 7, . r r 

I„I°“ r f “!'breaks foruf^' VnL 
In the meridian ot your reicr n 

Meri'dian. adj. 0 Waller. 

1. At the point of noon. 

Sometimes tow’rds Eden u/Wu • ,. 

Lay pleafant, his griev'd ^ 

Sometimes 


, 7“ ancient a family (hould 
... -•».*) infant who flings a (lone 7 P,* 

M Jomth e next moment, at his l ° be Crud > * e '> 

^ercy-seat. n.f [m , rcy andy , w Swift. 

I he mercy-feat Was the covering of the ark nf 
na nt, in which thc tnhl. c r,r .c ? arfc °‘ tbe cove- 

2 ^ 
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